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Detailed Action 

I. Introduction 

This is a Final Action in response to the correspondence filed on March 9, 2009. Claims 
1-15 have been amended. No claims were canceled and no claims were added. Claims 1-20 are 
now pending in this action. 

II. Response to Amendment 

Examiner acknowledges Applicants amendment of the claims 8-14 as being directed to 
non-statutory subject matter under § 101 stands. Claim 1 was amended as directed to a system 
which includes "a report output device"; likewise, Claim 15 was amended to include "an output 
device" according to Fig. 5, Ele. 532 of Applicant's disclosure. Examiner finds the amendment 
sufficient to overcome the rejections of claims 1-7 and 15-20 under $ 101 as well as the $ 112 
rejections of claims 15-20 . Therefore, the § 101 and § 1 12 rejections of the referenced claims 
are hereby withdrawn. 

Finally, the § 102(b) rejections of claims 1-20 as being anticipated by Dabbiere et al, 
(US 2002/0013721) are not withdrawn in response to Applicant's amendment. The amendment 
fails to cure the previous rejections as noted in the response below. 



III. Response to Arguments 

§ 101 Rejections. Applicant asserts that the inclusion of the amended elements of claim 8 
render the claim compliant with § 101. Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
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Despite the addition of elements such as "a supply side reconciler that performs" and "a 
rules database that processes", claim 8 still fails to recite structure of the apparatus. Instead, the 
elements are directed to various software modules that perform the underlying processes. 

§ 102(b) Rejections. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive for the reasons noted in the response below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any 
new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of 
this tide. 

Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 8-14 are rejected because they recite a "system," but fail to recite any associated 
structure of the apparatus. For example, the body of claim 8 recites an output device and various 
"modules" for performing the underlying processes, but fails to point out the structural devices 
performing the tasks. This constitutes software per se, which is non-statutory per se. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention w.is patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign counm or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dabbiere, et al, U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2002/0013721. 

Concerning claim 1, Dabbiere discloses a system of transferring data streams across a supply 
chain at a first location to a demand chain at a second location (Title and Abstract; See also ^ffl 20 
and 31 , wherein the supplier and demand chains arc at different locations), said system comprising: 

a trigger event monitor defining a trigger event to be monitored at a first location (See 37, 
wherein translations or transformations occur either automatically or by user 
command); 

a database that stores business rules regarding reconciliation spans and exceptions (See Fig. 
1, Ele 124, discussed at If 21) ; 

a transformation unit that performs transformations on said data streams and trigger event 
data (See ^flf 35-37, wherein data is translated into usable format after trigger event; 
See e.g., ^ 45, wherein after a buyer's request, the appropriate supplier personnel is 
notified and a purchase order created) by placing said data into appropriate 
categories for manufacturing lot trace capability as controlled by a relationship 
between components and devices in a bill of materials and parentage information; 

a supply side reconciler that performs a supply side reconciliation of said data transformed 
data streams and said trigger event data to determine whether said transformed data 
streams are consistent with said trigger event data; (See ^[46, i.e. performing certain 
validations, and further 1(47, particularly explaining supply side validation) and 
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a demand side reconciler that performs a demand side reconciliation of said transformed 
data streams with said trigger event data based upon the occurrence of said trigger 
event data (See ^[46, i.e. performing certain validations and further acknowledging 
purchase order); 

said database processing said reconciled data to produce entitled test data with customer 

entitlement information including one of what type of data each customer is entitied 
to receive and which type of products and components each customer is entitied to 
receive such information flf 42, wherein a supplier may control data visibility 
viewable by the entity, i.e., customer type). 

said database verifying completeness of said entitled test data and whether said entitled test 
data is supplied to said selective point in said demand chain fl[ 42, wherein a supplier 
may control data visibility wherein data is selectively delivered to particular target 
such as Macy's mens department; U 65, wherein supply side confirms the customer 
receipt of goods shipped).); and 

a report output device at the location of said demand side reconciler that outputs a report 
based on said performing said demand side reconciliation (TJ59, i.e., monitor, cell 
phone, pager or personal digital assistant). 

Concerning rial in S, Dtihbiere discloses a system that transfers test data from a supply chain at a 
first location to a demand chain, said method comprising: 

a supply side reconciler that performs a supply side reconciliation of said test data at said 
first location and a demand side reconciler that performs a demand side 
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reconciliation of said test data at said second location upon the occurrence of a 
trigger event in said supply chain to produce reconciled data (See ^|46, i.e. performing 
certain validations, and further 47 and 57; See also 20 and 31, i.e., first and 
second locations) and; 

a rules database that processes said reconciled data to produce entitled test data for 

completeness (See K 28, lines 8-14, wherein users have ability to control visibility of 
and access certain data); and See also H 66, i.e. manger can view entitlements by 
logging in to view the Bill of Lading); 

said rules database storing at least one demand chain location to which said entitled test data 
is transmitted based on customer entidement information including one of what type 
of data each customer is entided to receive and which type of products and 
components each customer is entided to receive such information flf 42, as discussed 
in claim 1); and 

verifying that said entided test data is supplied to said at least one location in said demand 
chain (See ]| 65, wherein supply side confirms the customer receipt of goods 
shipped). 

(jiiiccniin^ claim I \ Dahiriere discloses the system for transferring test data from a supply chain 
at a first location to a demand chain at a second location, said system comprising: 

a trigger event monitor that receives information of a trigger event at one of said first and 
second location; (See \ 37, wherein translations or transformations occur either 
automatically or by user command); 
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a supply side reconciler in communication with said trigger event monitor, and being 

adapted to perform a supply side reconciliation of said test data upon an occurrence 
of a trigger event, wherein said supply reconciliation determines whether said test 
data are consistent with said trigger event data (See ](46, i.e. performing certain 
validations, and further 147, particularly explaining supply side validation); 

a demand side reconciler in communication with said trigger event monitor, and being 
adapted to perform a demand side reconciliation of said test data upon the 
occurrence of said trigger event (See 1|46, i.e. performing certain validations and 
further acknowledging purchase order); and 

a rules database in communication with said supply side reconciler and said demand side 

reconciler, and being adapted to produce entitied test data based on said supply side 
reconciliation and said demand side reconciliation and to verify that the said entitied 
test data is supplied to selective points in said demand chain (Fig. 1, Ele. 124, 
discussed at^21) 

said rules database storing selective points in said demand chain that receive said entitled test 
dataflj 42); 

said rules database verifying that the entitled test data is supplied to said selective points in 
the said demand chain fl| 42) and 

an output device at said second location to output a report based on said performing said 
demand side reconciliation (TJ59). 
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Concerning claims, 2, 9, and 16, Dabbiere discloses the methods and system of claims 1, 8, and 
17, wherein said supply side reconciliation process comprises reconciling said trigger event data with 
said data streams (See 47, i.e., actual inventory supply side check and visual alert; See also, 49, i.e. 
order update/ approval). Data streams and test data are interpreted as synonymous per flj 27 of 
applicants specification). 

Concerning claim 3, 10, and 17, Dabbiere discloses the method in claims 1, 8, and 17, 

wherein said trigger event comprises notification of goods being sent from a point in said 

supply chain (See \ 59, i.e., reporting quantities and status updates within the factory; 
See also \ 63, wherein shipper posts updates); 

wherein and said supply side reconciliation determines whether a data stream associated with 
said goods is consistent with said notification (See \ 65, wherein supply side (i.e. sales 
manager) confirms the customer receipt of goods shipped). 

Concerning claim 4,11, and 18, Dabbiere discloses the methods and system of claims 1, 8, and 
17, wherein said demand side reconciliation process comprises determining whether said data 
streams are complete and whether said data streams were sent to said demand chain (See U 66, 
wherein retail buyer manager can view the Bill of Lading to view when their personnel took 
possession of the goods). 

Concerningclaim 5, 12, and 19, Dabbiere discloses the systems of claims 1, 8, and 17, wherein 
said processes of performing said supply side reconciliation and said demand side reconciliation are 
one of: selectively delayed a predetermined period after said trigger event (See 59, wherein alert is 
delayed until after status reaches a criteria, in this case 80%); and selectively advanced a 
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predetermined period before said trigger event (See K 59, wherein an alert is advanced before the 
order is 100% complete). 

Concerning claim 6, 13, and 20, Dabbiere discloses the methods and system of claims 1, 8, and 

17, 

wherein said data streams relate to a component of a device being manufactured in said 

supply chain (See Tflf 56 and 59, i.e., Tommy Hilfiger products being manufactured in 
a factory) and 

wherein said data streams are supplied one of after said component is completed and during 
the manufacturing of said component (See lfl| 60-62, wherein product and associated 
data is exchanged from factory-to-shipper-to-supplier distribution center-to-shipper- 
to-retail distribution center). 

Concerning claim 7 and 14, Dabbiere discloses the system in claim 1 and 8, wherein supply side 
reconciliation and said demand side reconciliation include a process of correcting said data streams 
(See U 56, wherein the system updates the additional request in its own database to indicate that it 
has been accepted). 

TIPHANY B. DICKERSON 

Examiner 
Art Unit 3623 
27 May 2009 
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